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seen that the figure for 1871 is not quite half-way between the
figures for 1801 and 1940,, but this means that the rate of increase
had very greatly declined. In the seventy years before 1871 the
population increased 165 per cent; in the seventy years after
1871 it increased 73 per cent. In 1871 nearly 40 per cent of the
population was under fifteen years of age and only 4 per cent of
it was over sixty-five. To-day only about 24 per cent is under
fifteen and 8 per cent or more (we have not exact figures later
than 1931) is over sixty-five. In fact to-day, though our total
population has so much increased., the under fifteen population
is scarcely more than.it was in 1871 and three-quarters of a
million less than it was in 1891. No wonder the numbers in
schools of all types is declining.